










We’ve been on a journey
throughout the years - finding our
feet in the first year as a 
separately identifiable company
from The Professional Footballers’ 
Association Union, investing well
enabling growth and security,enabling growth and security,
amassing huge amounts of
knowledge and spreading our reach
to positively impact lives.

We are grateful to The Professional 
Footballers’ Association Union for its
support in the provision of staff and
management functions, which have helped
our charity to grow and as we look to the
future, we will use what we have learned as
a platform for our activities. Partnershipa platform for our activities. Partnership
has always been important to us and that
will continue with the Union and other
sporting and non-sporting organisations we
have had the pleasure of working with.







The PFA Charity existed for many
years as an unincorporated body.
It changed its structure in 2013 to
better respond to both the current
and emerging needs of its beneficiaries.
The beneficiaries of the charity come
from all walks of life and many of theirfrom all walks of life and many of their
needs are a reflection of the society
and environment in which they live.
The result of this modernisation is a set
of wide-ranging aims and objectives
that enables the charity to keep pace
with changing social and economic
circumstances going forward. At thecircumstances going forward. At the
time of incorporation, the PFA
Educational Fund and the PFA
Benevolent Fund were transferred
from the control of The Professional
Footballers’ Association Union to the
PFA Charity.



The PFA charity is in a minority of
charities that undertake activities
that were once undertaken within
other organisations, or delivered in
partnership with them.

Professional footballers are not in
the main premiership stars and the main premiership stars and 
millionaires. They are ordinary people
from all walks of life who have been
playing football since they were
children, in grass-roots clubs up and
down the country and who turn 
professional at the age of 16.

















We established a grants strategy and policy, and we 
formalised our working partnership with The Professional 
Footballers’ Association Union. With no staff employed by 
the charity, its activities were delivered via purchased services 
through The Professional Footballers' Association Union staff. 
We were able to tap into the reach of The Professional 
Footballers’ Association Union through their established Footballers’ Association Union through their established 
website, which helped enormously to spread the word about 
our work.

By 2016 our core grant activities had been established and true
to our aims, our priorities included education and vocational
qualifications for individuals, supported the Football League
Community Fund, the Youth Development Programme, Fair Play
Awards and Sporting Chance.Awards and Sporting Chance.





bringing complaints.



Our grant aid programme is made possible by the generous 
support of the Trust’s funding partners: the Premier League, 
the PFA Charity and the National League Trust.













returns and was in line with what was 
happening to support the NHS throughout 
the country, and in which footballers were 
prominent.







The PFA charity continued to
provide funding of 3.2 million to
the EFL Trust, the same amount
donated in previous years. The
EFL Trust is a national charity
using the power of football to
change people’s lives, bringingchange people’s lives, bringing
together a network of 72 EFL
clubs based in their 
communities, using the 
magnetism of the club badge
and player power to connect
and inspire through sport,
education and communityeducation and community
engagement.

In 2020, we maintained funding to our
established partners and we started
looking towards a new strategic plan
for the future, ensuring that our work
continues to keep pace with current
issues and that our structure including
the reliance on The Professionalthe reliance on The Professional
Footballers’ Association Union staff is 
reviewed. Set against the background
of the COVID pandemic and preparing
for a post COVID world in which lives,
communities, education, school
activities and plans were disrupted, we
entered into a period of re-evaluationentered into a period of re-evaluation
and reflection, which continued
throughout 2021.



We increased our input into helping people with neurodegenerative 
diseases, by funding a welfare rights advisor to assist beneficiaries 
with their entitlements under law to the range of benefits and other 
support services available.































































As we have become more independent from The
Professional Footballers’ Association Union our funding

arrangements have changed and will likely change further.






